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Reconciliation Blues Edward
Gilbreath 2010-06 What is the
state of racial reconciliation in
evangelical churches today?
Are we truly united? In
Reconciliation Blues journalist

Edward Gilbreath gives an
insightful, honest picture of
both the history and the
present state of racial
reconciliation in evangelical
churches. In his thoughtful
overview he looks at a wide
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range of ﬁgures, such as ...
How the Nations Rage
Jonathan Leeman 2018-04-03
How can the church move
forward in unity amid such
political strife and cultural
contention? As Christians,
we’ve felt pushed to the
outskirts of national public life,
yet even within our
congregations we are divided
about how to respond. Some
want to strengthen the
evangelical voting bloc. Others
focus on social justice causes,
and still others would abandon
the public square altogether.
What do we do when brothers
and sisters in Christ sit next to
each other in the pews but feel
divided and angry? Is there a
way forward? In How the
Nations Rage, political theology
scholar and pastor Jonathan
Leeman challenges Christians
from across the spectrum to hit
the restart button by shifting
our focus from redeeming the
nation to living as a nation
already redeemed rejecting the
false allure of building heaven
on earth while living faithfully
as citizens of a heavenly
kingdom letting Jesus’ teaching

shape our public engagement
as we love our neighbors and
seek justice When we identify
with Christ more than a political
party or social grouping, we can
return to the church’s
unchanging political task: to
become the salt and light Jesus
calls us to be and oﬀer the
hope of his kingdom to the
nations.
Christians and the Color Line
Phillip Luke Sinitiere 2013
Building on the foundation laid
by 'Divided by Faith:
Evangelical Religion and the
Problem of Race in America'
(Oxford, 2000), 'Christians and
the Color Line' oﬀers an
updated analysis of the
complex entanglement of race
and religion in American
society. Taking into account
cultural context and important
changes over time, this volume
questions the existence of a
post-racial reality for religious
congregations and spiritual
interests. Although the
pervasive and overt
discrimination and segregation
of yesterday's Jim Crow era has
passed, its residual presence
lives on in subtler inﬂections of
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racial preferences and
privileges that continue to
divide American Christians
along racial lines.
Saving Us Katharine Hayhoe
2021-09-21 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER “An optimistic
view on why collective action is
still possible—and how it can be
realized.” —The New York
Times “As far as heroic
characters go, I’m not sure you
could do better than Katharine
Hayhoe.” —Scientiﬁc American
“It’s not an exaggeration to say
that Saving Us is one of the
more important books about
climate change to have been
written.” —The Guardian United
Nations Champion of the Earth,
climate scientist, and
evangelical Christian Katharine
Hayhoe changes the debate on
how we can save our future.
Called “one of the nation's most
eﬀective communicators on
climate change” by The New
York Times, Katharine Hayhoe
knows how to navigate all sides
of the conversation on our
changing planet. A Canadian
climate scientist living in Texas,
she negotiates distrust of data,
indiﬀerence to imminent

threats, and resistance to
proposed solutions with ease.
Over the past ﬁfteen years
Hayhoe has found that the
most important thing we can do
to address climate change is
talk about it—and she wants to
teach you how. In Saving Us,
Hayhoe argues that when it
comes to changing hearts and
minds, facts are only one part
of the equation. We need to
ﬁnd shared values in order to
connect our unique identities to
collective action. This is not
another doomsday narrative
about a planet on ﬁre. It is a
multilayered look at science,
faith, and human psychology,
from an icon in her
ﬁeld—recently named chief
scientist at The Nature
Conservancy. Drawing on
interdisciplinary research and
personal stories, Hayhoe shows
that small conversations can
have astonishing results.
Saving Us leaves us with the
tools to open a dialogue with
your loved ones about how we
all can play a role in pushing
forward for change.
Struggling with
Evangelicalism Dan Stringer
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2021-11-02 Many today are
discarding the evangelical
label, and as a lifelong
evangelical, Dan Stringer has
wrestled with whether to stay
or go. In this even-handed
guide, he oﬀers a thoughtful
appreciation of evangelicalism's
history, identity, and strengths,
but also lament for its blind
spots, showing how we can
move forward with hope for our
future together.
Summary of Christian Smith &
Michael O. Emerson's Divided
by Faith Everest Media,
2022-05-04T22:59:00Z Please
note: This is a companion
version & not the original book.
Sample Book Insights: #1 Race
is an American dilemma. It is
what Swedish researcher
Gunnar Myrdal called an
American dilemma. It is
indivisible from American life.
#2 The impact of race in
America is not just seen in
incidents such as the one just
described, but also in the
broader picture of a racialized
society. #3 To understand the
racialization perspective, we
must understand that race is
socially constructed. While

Americans are socialized from a
young age into the reality of
race, race as a social construct
arose in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries to justify
the overtaking and enslaving of
whole people groups. #4 A
major problem in understanding
race relations in the United
States is that we tend to
understand race, racism, and
the form of racialization as
constants rather than as
variables. This view has serious
implications.
Religion Matters William A.
Mirola 2016-01-08 Religion
Matters: What Sociology
Teaches Us About Religion in
Our World is organized around
the biggest questions that
arrise in the ﬁeld of sociology of
religion.This is a new text for
the sociology of religion course.
Instead of surveying this ﬁeld
systematically, the text focuses
on the major questions that
generate the most discussion
and debate in the sociology of
religion ﬁeld.
Crossing the Ethnic Divide
Kathleen Garces-Foley
2007-02-22 While religious
communities often stress the
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universal nature of their beliefs,
it remains true that people
choose to worship alongside
those they identify with most
easily. Multiethnic churches are
rare in the United States, but as
American attitudes toward
diversity change, so too does
the appeal of a church that
oﬀers diversity. Joining such a
community, however, is
uncomfortable-worshippers
must literally cross the barriers
of ethnic diﬀerence by entering
the religious space of the
ethnically "other." Through the
story of one multiethnic
congregation in Southern
California, Kathleen GarcesFoley examines what it means
to confront the challenges in
forming a religious community
across ethnic divisions and
attracting a more varied
membership.
Black Man's Religion Glenn Usry
2009-09-20 Some say
Christianity is white man's
religion. . . . And it is true that
there is a long and ugly history
of abuse of African-Americans
at the hands of Anglo
Christians. Afrocentric
interpretations of history often

point to slavery, lynchings and
the like as proof that
Christianity is inherently
antiblack. But Craig Keener and
Glen Usry contend that
Christianity can be Afrocentric.
In this massively researched
book, they show that racism is
not unique to Christianity. More
important, they show how
"world history is also our history
and the Bible is also our book."
Black Man's Religion is one of
the ﬁrst of its kind, a proChristian reading of religion and
history from a black
perspective. Fascinating and
compelling, it is must reading
for all concerned for AfricanAmerican culture and issues of
faith.
Divided by Faith Michael O.
Emerson 2001 Through a
nationwide survey, the authors
of this study conclude that US
Evangelicals may actually be
preserving the racial chasm,
not through active racism, but
because their theology hinders
their ability to recognise
systematic injustice.
White Awake Daniel Hill
2017-09-19 You may be white,
but that doesn't mean you have
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no culture. Charting his own
journey toward understanding
his white identity, Daniel Hill
shows us the seven stages we
encounter on the path to
cultural awakening. This timely
book will give you a new
perspective on being white and
also empower you to be an
agent of reconciliation in our
increasingly diverse and
divided world.
Faithful Presence Bill Haslam
2021-05-25 Two-term governor
of Tennessee Bill Haslam
reveals how faith--too often
divisive and contentious--can
be a redemptive and unifying
presence in the public square.
As a former mayor and
governor, Bill Haslam has long
been at the center of politics
and policy on local, state, and
federal levels. And he has
consistently been guided by his
faith, which inﬂuenced his
actions on issues ranging from
capital punishment to pardons,
health care to abortion, welfare
to free college tuition. Yet the
place of faith in public life has
been hotly debated since our
nation's founding, and the
relationship of church and state

remains contentious to this
day--and for good reason. Too
often, Bill Haslam argues,
Christians end up shaping their
faith to ﬁt their politics rather
than forming their politics to
their faith. They seem to forget
their calling is to be used by
God in service of others rather
than to use God to reach their
own desires and ends. Faithful
Presence calls for a diﬀerent
way. Drawing upon his years of
public service, Haslam casts a
remarkable vision for the
redemptive role of faith in
politics while examining some
of the most complex issues of
our time, including:
partisanship in our divided era;
the most essential character
trait for a public servant; how
we cannot escape "legislating
morality"; the answer to
perpetual outrage; and how to
think about the separation of
church and state. For Christians
ready to be salt and light, as
well as for those of a diﬀerent
faith or no faith at all, Faithful
Presence argues that faith can
be a redemptive, healing
presence in the public square-as it must be, if our nation is to
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ﬂourish.
Prophetic Lament Soong-Chan
Rah 2015-09-03 The American
church avoids lament. But
lament is a missing, essential
component of Christian faith.
Soong-Chan Rah's prophetic
exposition of the book of
Lamentations provides a
biblical and theological lens for
examining the church's
relationship with a suﬀering
world. Hear the prophet's
lament as the necessary
corrective for Christianity's
future.
The Divided Mind of the Black
Church Raphael G. Warnock
2020-11-03 A revealing look at
the identity and mission of the
black church What is the true
nature and mission of the
church? Is its proper Christian
purpose to save souls, or to
transform the social order? This
question is especially fraught
when the church is one built by
an enslaved people and
formed, from its beginning, at
the center of an oppressed
community’s ﬁght for
personhood and freedom. Such
is the central tension in the
identity and mission of the

black church in the United
States. For decades the black
church and black theology have
held each other at arm’s length.
Black theology has emphasized
the role of Christian faith in
addressing racism and other
forms of oppression, arguing
that Jesus urged his disciples to
seek the freedom of all peoples.
Meanwhile, the black church,
even when focused on social
concerns, has often
emphasized personal piety
rather than social protest. With
the rising inﬂuence of white
evangelicalism, biblical
fundamentalism, and the
prosperity gospel, the divide
has become even more
pronounced. In The Divided
Mind of the Black Church,
Raphael G. Warnock, Senior
Pastor of the historic Ebenezer
Baptist Church, the spiritual
home of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., traces the
historical signiﬁcance of the
rise and development of black
theology as an important
conversation partner for the
black church. Calling for honest
dialogue between black and
womanist theologians and black
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pastors, this fresh theological
treatment demands a new look
at the church’s essential
mission.
Christians and the Color
Line Philip Luke Sinitiere
2014-01 The essays in
Christians and the Color Line
complicate the research
ﬁndings of Emerson and
Smith's Divided by Faith (2000)
and explore new areas of
research that have opened in
the years since its publication.
United Trillia J. Newbell
2014-02-14 What’s the view
from where you
worship—racially diverse or
racially monochrome? On the
Last Day every tongue and
tribe will be represented in the
glorious chorus praising God
with one voice. Yet today our
churches remain segregated.
Can we reﬂect the beauty of
the last day this day? United
will inspire, challenge, and
encourage readers to pursue
the joys of diversity through
stories of the author's own
journey and a theology of
diversity lived out. It’s time to
capture a glimpse of God’s
magniﬁcent creativity. In the

pages of United, Trillia Newbell
reveals the deeply moving,
transforming power of
knowing—really
knowing—someone who is
equal yet unique. As we learn
to identify in Christ rather than
in our commonalities, we begin
to experience the depth and
power of gospel unity.
Divided by Faith Michael O.
Emerson 2000 In recent years,
the leaders of the American
evangelical movement have
brought their characteristic
passion to the problem of race,
notably in the Promise Keepers
movement and in reconciliation
theology. But the authors of
this provocative new study
reveal that despite their good
intentions, evangelicals may
actually be preserving
America's racial chasm. In
Divided by Faith, Michael O.
Emerson and Christian Smith
probe the grassroots of white
evangelical America, through a
nationwide telephone survey of
2,000 people, along with 200
face-to-face interviews. The
results of their research are
surprising. Most white
evangelicals, they learned, see
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no systematic discrimination
against blacks; indeed, they
deny the existence of any
ongoing racial problem in the
United States. Many of their
subjects blamed the continuing
talk of racial conﬂict on the
media, unscrupulous black
leaders, and the inability of
African Americans to forget the
past. What lies behind this
perception? Evangelicals,
Emerson and Smith write, are
not so much actively racist as
committed to a theological view
of the world that makes it
diﬃcult for them to see
systematic injustice. The
evangelical emphasis on
individualism, free will, and
personal relationships makes
invisible the pervasive injustice
that perpetuates inequality
between the races. Most racial
problems, they told the
authors, can be solved by the
repentance and conversion of
the sinful individuals at fault.
Combining a substantial body
of evidence with sophisticated
analysis and interpretation,
Emerson and Smith throw sharp
light on the oldest American
dilemma. Despite the best

intentions of evangelical
leaders and some positive
trends, the authors conclude
that real racial reconciliation
remains far over the horizon.
Bridging the Divide Dr. Robert
L. Millet 2007-11-01 Meetings
between Mormons and
Evangelicals break new ground
in interfaith dialogue.
Jesus and John Wayne: How
White Evangelicals Corrupted a
Faith and Fractured a Nation
Kristin Kobes Du Mez
2020-06-23 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER The “paradigminﬂuencing” book (Christianity
Today) that is fundamentally
transforming our understanding
of white evangelicalism in
America. Jesus and John Wayne
is a sweeping, revisionist
history of the last seventy-ﬁve
years of white evangelicalism,
revealing how evangelicals
have worked to replace the
Jesus of the Gospels with an
idol of rugged masculinity and
Christian nationalism—or in the
words of one modern chaplain,
with “a spiritual badass.” As
acclaimed scholar Kristin Du
Mez explains, the key to
understanding this
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transformation is to recognize
the centrality of popular culture
in contemporary American
evangelicalism. Many of today’s
evangelicals might not be
theologically astute, but they
know their VeggieTales, they’ve
read John Eldredge’s Wild at
Heart, and they learned about
purity before they learned
about sex—and they have a
silver ring to prove it.
Evangelical books, ﬁlms, music,
clothing, and merchandise
shape the beliefs of millions.
And evangelical culture is
teeming with muscular
heroes—mythical warriors and
rugged soldiers, men like Oliver
North, Ronald Reagan, Mel
Gibson, and the Duck Dynasty
clan, who assert white
masculine power in defense of
“Christian America.” Chief
among these evangelical
legends is John Wayne, an icon
of a lost time when men were
uncowed by political
correctness, unafraid to tell it
like it was, and did what
needed to be done. Challenging
the commonly held assumption
that the “moral majority”
backed Donald Trump in 2016

and 2020 for purely pragmatic
reasons, Du Mez reveals that
Trump in fact represented the
fulﬁllment, rather than the
betrayal, of white evangelicals’
most deeply held values:
patriarchy, authoritarian rule,
aggressive foreign policy, fear
of Islam, ambivalence toward
#MeToo, and opposition to
Black Lives Matter and the
LGBTQ community. A muchneeded reexamination of
perhaps the most inﬂuential
subculture in this country, Jesus
and John Wayne shows that, far
from adhering to biblical
principles, modern white
evangelicals have remade their
faith, with enduring
consequences for all
Americans.
The Great and Holy War Philip
Jenkins 2014-06-20 The Great
and Holy War oﬀers the ﬁrst
look at how religion created
and prolonged the First World
War, and the lasting impact it
had on Christianity and world
religions more extensively in
the century that followed. The
war was fought by the world's
leading Christian nations, who
presented the conﬂict as a holy
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war. A steady stream of
patriotic and militaristic rhetoric
was served to an
unprecedented audience, using
language that spoke of holy war
and crusade, of apocalypse and
Armageddon. But this rhetoric
was not mere state
propaganda. Philip Jenkins
reveals how the widespread
belief in angels, apparitions,
and the supernatural, was a
driving force throughout the
war and shaped all three of the
Abrahamic religions Christianity, Judaism, and Islam
- paving the way for modern
views of religion and violence.
The disappointed hopes and
moral compromises that
followed the war also shaped
the political climate of the rest
of the century, giving rise to
such phenomena as Nazism,
totalitarianism, and
communism. Connecting
remarkable incidents and
characters - from Karl Barth to
Carl Jung, the Christmas Truce
to the Armenian Genocide Jenkins creates a powerful and
persuasive narrative that brings
together global politics, history,
and spiritual crisis. We cannot

understand our present
religious, political, and cultural
climate without understanding
the dramatic changes initiated
by the First World War. The war
created the world's religious
map as we know it today.
Passing the Plate Christian
Smith 2008-09-29 Passing the
Plate shows that few American
Christians donate generously to
religious and charitable causes.
This eye-opening book explores
the reasons behind such
ungenerous giving, the
potential world-changing
beneﬁts of greater ﬁnancial
giving, and what can be done to
improve matters. By
illuminating the social and
psychological forces that shape
charitable giving, Passing the
Plate is sure to spark a muchneeded debate on a critical
issue.
Divided by Faith Michael O.
Emerson 2000-07-20 Through a
nationwide telephone survey of
2,000 people and an additional
200 face-to-face interviews,
Michael O. Emerson and
Christian Smith probed the
grassroots of white evangelical
America. They found that
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despite recent eﬀorts by the
movement's leaders to address
the problem of racial
discrimination, evangelicals
themselves seem to be
preserving America's racial
chasm. In fact, most white
evangelicals see no systematic
discrimination against blacks.
But the authors contend that it
is not active racism that
prevents evangelicals from
recognizing ongoing problems
in American society. Instead, it
is the evangelical movement's
emphasis on individualism, free
will, and personal relationships
that makes invisible the
pervasive injustice that
perpetuates racial inequality.
Most racial problems, the
subjects told the authors, can
be solved by the repentance
and conversion of the sinful
individuals at fault. Combining
a substantial body of evidence
with sophisticated analysis and
interpretation, the authors
throw sharp light on the oldest
American dilemma. In the end,
they conclude that despite the
best intentions of evangelical
leaders and some positive
trends, real racial reconciliation

remains far over the horizon.
The Color of Compromise Jemar
Tisby 2019-04-15 An acclaimed,
timely narrative of how people
of faith have historically--up to
the present day--worked
against racial justice. And a call
for urgent action by all
Christians today in response.
The Color of Compromise is
both enlightening and
compelling, telling a history we
either ignore or just don't know.
Equal parts painful and
inspirational, it details how the
American church has helped
create and maintain racist
ideas and practices. You will be
guided in thinking through
concrete solutions for improved
race relations and a racially
inclusive church. The Color of
Compromise: Takes you on a
historical, sociological, and
religious journey: from
America's early colonial days
through slavery and the Civil
War Covers the tragedy of Jim
Crow laws, the victories of the
Civil Rights era, and the strides
of today's Black Lives Matter
movement Reveals the cultural
and institutional tables we have
to ﬂip in order to bring about
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meaningful integration Charts a
path forward to replace
established patterns and
systems of complicity with bold,
courageous, immediate action
Is a perfect book for pastors
and other faith leaders,
students, non-students, book
clubs, small group studies,
history lovers, and all lifelong
learners The Color of
Compromise is not a call to
shame or a platform to blame
white evangelical Christians. It
is a call from a place of love
and desire to ﬁght for a more
racially uniﬁed church that no
longer compromises what the
Bible teaches about human
dignity and equality. A call that
challenges black and white
Christians alike to standup now
and begin implementing the
concrete ways Tisby outlines,
all for a more equitable and
inclusive environment among
God's people. Starting today.
Ambivalent Miracles Nancy D.
Wadsworth 2014-02-24 Over
the past three decades,
American evangelical Christians
have undergone unexpected,
progressive shifts in the area of
race relations, culminating in a

national movement that
advocates racial integration
and equality in evangelical
communities. The movement,
which seeks to build crossracial relationships among
evangelicals, has meant
challenging well-established
paradigms of church growth
that built many megachurch
empires. While evangelical
racial change (ERC) eﬀorts
have never been easy and their
reception has been mixed, they
have produced meaningful
transformation in religious
communities. Although the
movement as a whole
encompasses a broad range of
political views, many
participants are interested in
addressing race-related political
issues that impact their
members, such as immigration,
law enforcement, and public
education policy. Ambivalent
Miracles traces the rise and
ongoing evolution of
evangelical racial change
eﬀorts within the historical,
political, and cultural contexts
that have shaped them. Nancy
D. Wadsworth argues that the
stunning breakthroughs this
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movement has achieved, its
curious political ambivalence,
and its internal tensions are
products of a complex cultural
politics constructed at the
intersection of U.S. racial and
religious history and the
meaning-making practices of
conservative evangelicalism.
Employing methods from the
emerging ﬁeld of political
ethnography, Wadsworth draws
from a decade’s worth of
interviews and participant
observation in ERC settings,
textual analysis, and survey
research, as well as a threeyear case study, to provide the
ﬁrst exhaustive treatment of
ERC eﬀorts in political science.
A 2014 CHOICE Outstanding
Academic Title
Religion and the Creation of
Race and Ethnicity Craig R.
Prentiss 2003-06-01 This
volume, meant speciﬁcally for
those new to the ﬁeld, brings
together an ensemble of
prominent scholars and
illuminates the role religious
myths have played in shaping
those social boundaries that we
call "races" and "ethnicities".
Race, Religion, and the

Continuing American
Dilemma C. Eric Lincoln
1999-05-17 A noted scholar and
author of The Black Muslims in
America argues that
Protestantism, Catholicism, and
Judaism have accommodated
themselves to predominant
social and political mores and
require serious selfexamination. Reprint.
Against All Odds Brad
Christerson 2005 Religious
institutions are among the most
segregated organizations in
American society. This
segregation has long been a
troubling issue among scholars
and religious leaders alike.
Despite attempts to address
this racial divide, integrated
churches are very diﬃcult to
maintain over time. Why is this
so? How can organizations
incorporate separate racial,
ethnic, and cultural groups?
Should they? And what are the
costs and rewards for people
and groups in such
organizations? Following up on
Michael O. Emerson and
Christian Smith's award-winning
Divided by Faith, Against All
Odds breaks new ground by
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exploring the beliefs, practices,
and structures which allow
integrated religious
organizations to survive and
thrive despite their diﬃculties.
Based on six in-depth
ethnographies of churches and
other Christian organizations,
this engaging work draws on
numerous interviews, so that
readers can hear ﬁrst-hand the
joys and frustrations which
arise from actually experiencing
racial integration. The book
gives an inside, visceral sense
of what it is like to be part of a
multiracial religious
organization as well as a
theoretical understanding of
these experiences.
Sociology of Religion Susanne C
Monahan 2015-09-25 A reader
that seeks to explore the
relationship between the
structure and culture of religion
and various elements of social
life in the U.S., Sociology of
Religion: A Reader, 2e is ideal
as either a standalone reader or
supplement to the text written
by the same author team, Why
Religion Matters. Based on both
classic and contemporary
research in the sociology of

religion, this reader highlights a
variety of research methods
and theoretical approaches. It
explores the ways in which
religious values, beliefs and
practices shape the world
outside of church, synagogue,
or mosque walls while
simultaneously being shaped
by the non-religious forces
operating in that world.
United by Faith Curtiss Paul
DeYoung 2003-06-05 In the last
four decades, desegregation
has revolutionized almost every
aspect of life in the United
States: schools, businesses,
government oﬃces, even
entertainment. But there is one
area that remains largely
untouched, and that is the
church. Now comes a major
new call for multiracial
congregations in every possible
setting--a call that is
surprisingly controversial, even
in the twenty-ﬁrst century. In
United By Faith, a multiracial
team of sociologists and a
minister of the Church of God
argue that multiracial Christian
congregations oﬀer a key to
opening the still-locked door
between the races in the United
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States. They note, however,
that a belief persists--even in
African-American and Latino
churches--that racial
segregation is an acceptable,
even useful practice. The
authors examine this question
from biblical, historical, and
theological perspectives to
make their case. They explore
the long history of
interracialism in the church,
with speciﬁc examples of
multiracial congregations in the
United States. They cite
examples ranging from the
abolitionist movement to an
astonishing 1897 camp meeting
in Alabama that brought
together hundreds of whites
and blacks literally into the
same tent. Here, too, is a
critical account of the
theological arguments in favor
of racial separation, as voiced
in the African-American, Latino,
Asian-American, NativeAmerican, and white contexts.
The authors respond in detail,
closing with a foundation for a
theology suited to sustaining
multiracial congregations over
time. Faith can be the basis for
healing, but too often Christian

faith has been a ﬁeld for injury
and division. In this important
new book, readers will glimpse
a way forward, a path toward
once again making the church
the basis for racial
reconciliation in our stillsplintered nation.
The Sacred Project of
American Sociology Christian
Smith 2014 This text shows
counter-intuitively, that the
secular enterprise that
everyday sociology appears to
be pursuing is actually not what
is really going on at sociology's
deepest level. Sociology today
is in fact animated by sacred
impulses, driven by sacred
commitments, and serves a
sacred project. The book reasserts a vision for what
sociology is most important for,
in contrast with its current
commitments, and calls
sociologists back to a more
honest, fair, and healthy vision
of its purpose.
Blacks and Whites in Christian
America Jason E. Shelton
2012-10-08 2012 Winner of the
C. Calvin Smith Award
presented by the Southern
Conference on African
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American Studies, Inc. 2014
Honorable Mention for the
Distinguished Book Award
presented by the American
Sociological Association's
Sociology of Religion Section
Conventional wisdom holds that
Christians, as members of a
“universal” religion, all believe
more or less the same things
when it comes to their faith. Yet
black and white Christians diﬀer
in signiﬁcant ways, from their
frequency of praying or
attending services to whether
they regularly read the Bible or
believe in Heaven or Hell. In
this engaging and accessible
sociological study of white and
black Christian beliefs, Jason E.
Shelton and Michael O.
Emerson push beyond
establishing that there are
racial diﬀerences in belief and
practice among members of
American Protestantism to
explore why those diﬀerences
exist. Drawing on the most
comprehensive and systematic
empirical analysis of African
American religious actions and
beliefs to date, they delineate
ﬁve building blocks of black
Protestant faith which have

emerged from the particular
dynamics of American race
relations. Shelton and Emerson
ﬁnd that America’s history of
racial oppression has had a
deep and fundamental eﬀect on
the religious beliefs and
practices of blacks and whites
across America.
The Elusive Dream Korie L.
Edwards 2008-08-27 It is
communion Sunday at a mixedrace church. A black pastor and
white head elder stand before
the sanctuary as lay leaders
pass out the host. An AfricanAmerican woman sings a gospel
song as a woman of Asian
descent plays the piano. Then a
black woman in the
congregation throws her hands
up and yells, over and over,
"Thank you Lawd!" A few other
African-Americans in the pews
say "Amen," while white
parishioners sit stone-faced.
The befuddled white head elder
reads aloud from the Bible, his
soft voice drowned out by the
shouts of praise. Even in this
proudly interracial church,
America's racial divide is a
constant presence. In The
Elusive Dream, Korie L.
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Edwards presents the surprising
results of an in-depth study of
interracial churches: they help
perpetuate the very racial
inequality they aim to abolish.
To arrive at this conclusion, she
combines a nuanced analysis of
national survey data with an indepth examination of one
particular church. She shows
that mixed-race churches
adhere strongly to white norms.
African Americans in multiracial
settings adapt their behavior to
make white congregants
comfortable. Behavior that
white worshipers perceive as
out of bounds is felt by blacks
as too limiting. Yet to make
interracial churches work,
blacks must adjust their
behavior to accommodate the
predilections of whites. They
conform to white expectations
in church just as they do
elsewhere. Thorough, incisive,
and surprising, The Elusive
Dream raises provocative
questions about the ongoing
problem of race in the national
culture.
American Grace Robert D.
Putnam 2012 Draws on three
national surveys on religion, as

well as research conducted by
congregations across the
United States, to examine the
profound impact it has had on
American life and how religious
attitudes have changed in
recent decades.
One Body One Spirit George A.
Yancey 2009-12 AS SOCIETY
DIVERSIFIES, LOCAL CHURCHES
FIND THEM SELVES
INTERACTING WITH PEOPLE
FROM EVERY TRIBE AND
TONGUE. But not every church
is equipped to handle the
realities of ethnic and racial
diversity in its congregational
life. Sociologist George
Yancey's pioneering research
on multiracial churches oﬀers
key principles for church
leaders wanting to minister to
people from a variety of racial
and cultural backgrounds.
Insights from real-life
congregations provide concrete
examples of how churches can
welcome people of all
heritages, giving them a sense
of ownership and partnership in
the life of the church. Based on
data from a landmark Lilly
Endowment study of multiracial
churches across America, this
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volume oﬀers insights and
implications for church
leadership, worship styles,
conﬂict resolution and much
more. Here is an essential
resource for pastors and church
leaders committed to cultural,
ethnic and racial reconciliation
in their congregations. ''George
Yancey has written a
remarkable book that makes a
groundbreaking contribution.
Drawing extensively on the
ﬁrst-ever national study of
multiracial congregations, he
uncovers seven main factors
that these congregations have
in common. He takes us
through these commonalities,
step by step, in an engaging
and easy-to-read manner.
Contained in the book is the
very heart of what it takes to
transform one's church into a
multiracial congregation, and
what it takes to develop
together once a church is
demographically multiracial.''
FROM THE FOREWORD BY
MICHAEL O. EMERSON,
FOUNDING DIRECTOR OF THE
CENTER ON RACE, RELIGION
AND URBAN LIFE, RICE
UNIVERSITY; COAUTHOR OF

DIVIDED BY FAITH AND UNITED
BY FAITH
Faith Jimmy Carter 2019-04-02
In this powerful and personal
reﬂection, a New York Times
bestseller, President Jimmy
Carter contemplates how faith
has sustained him in happiness
and disappointment and
considers how we may ﬁnd it in
our own lives. All his life,
President Jimmy Carter has
been a courageous exemplar of
faith. Now he shares the
lessons he learned. He writes,
“The issue of faith arises in
almost every area of human
existence, so it is important to
understand its multiple
meanings. In this book, my
primary goal is to explore the
broader meaning of faith, its
far-reaching eﬀect on our lives,
and its relationship to past,
present, and future events in
America and around the world.
The religious aspects of faith
are also covered, since this is
how the word is most often
used, and I have included a
description of the ways my faith
has guided and sustained me,
as well as how it has challenged
and driven me to seek a closer
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and better relationship with
people and with God.” Quoting
eminent Protestant theologians,
in Faith President Carter
describes his belief in religious
freedom, moral politics, and the
place of prayer in his daily life.
He examines faith’s many
meanings, he describes how to
accept it, live it, how to doubt
and ﬁnd faith again. This is a
serious and moving reﬂection
from one of America’s most
admired and respected citizens.
The Third Option Miles
McPherson 2020-02-25 Miles
McPherson, founder of The Rock
Church in San Diego, presents
“a discussion about race that
we desperately need...a must
read” (Bishop T.D. Jakes, Senior
Pastor, The Potter’s House) and
argues that we must learn to
see people not by the color of
their skin, but as God sees
them—humans created in the
image of God. Pastor Miles
McPherson, senior pastor of The
Rock Church in San Diego,
addresses racial division, a
topic many have shied away
from, for fear of asking the
wrong question or saying the
wrong thing. Some are oblivious

to the impact racism has, while
others pretend it doesn’t exist.
Even the church has been
aﬀected by racial division, with
Sunday now being the most
segregated day of each week.
Christians, who are called to
love and honor their neighbors,
have fallen into culture’s trap
by siding with one group
against another: us vs. them.
Cops vs. protestors. Blacks vs.
whites. Racists vs. the “woke.”
The lure of choosing one option
over another threatens God’s
plan for unity among His
people. Instead of going along
with the culture, Pastor Miles
directs us to choose the Third
Option: honoring the priceless
value of God’s image in every
person we meet. He exposes
common misconceptions that
keep people from engaging
with those of diﬀerent racial
and ethnic backgrounds, and
identiﬁes the privileges and
pitfalls that we all face. The
Third Option challenges us to
fully embrace God’s creativity
and beauty, as expressed in the
diversity of His people. By
following the steps and praying
the prayers outlined in his
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book, Pastor Miles teaches us
how we can all become leaders
in unifying our communities,
our churches, and the nation.
The Scandal of the
Evangelical Mind Mark A. Noll
2022-03-15 Winner of the
Christianity Today Book of the
Year Award "The scandal of the
evangelical mind is that there is
not much of an evangelical
mind." So begins this awardwinning intellectual history and
critique of the evangelical
movement by one of
evangelicalism's most
respected historians. Unsparing
in his indictment, Mark Noll
asks why the largest single
group of religious Americans-who enjoy increasing wealth,
status, and political inﬂuence-have contributed so little to
rigorous intellectual
scholarship. While nourishing
believers in the simple truths of
the gospel, why have so many
evangelicals failed to sustain a
serious intellectual life and
abandoned the universities, the
arts, and other realms of "high"
culture? Over twenty-ﬁve years
since its original publication,
The Scandal of the Evangelical

Mind has turned out to be
prescient and perennially
relevant. In a new preface, Noll
lays out his ongoing personal
frustrations with this situation,
and in a new afterword he
assesses the state of the
scandal--showing how white
evangelicals' embrace of
Trumpism, their deepening
distrust of science, and their
frequent forays into
conspiratorial thinking have
coexisted with surprisingly
robust scholarship from many
with strong evangelical
connections.
Evangelical Does Not Equal
Republican ... Or Democrat Lisa
Sharon Harper 2008 A new
breed of evangelicals, with a
ﬁery passion for economic
justice, racial reconciliation and
a care for the environment, has
abandoned the religious right.
Harper, a rising star in this
movement, describes the roots
of this political shift, the agents
of change driving it and the
extent of the evangelical
rejection of the right-wing
political agenda. Here, Harper
oﬀers a powerful indictment of
the religious right
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demonstrating how it has
abandoned the gospel in its
racist and sexist core beliefs.
The Younger Evangelicals
Robert E. Webber 2002-10-01
Robert E. Webber has led
worship workshops in every
major city in the United States
and Canada. Through his
conversations and contacts
with a network of emerging
church leaders he calls the
"younger evangelicals," Webber
sees how this new generation
and their style of leadership is
bringing change and renewal to
the evangelical church. These
leaders, who include those
young in spirit as well as young
in age, have important insights
to oﬀer all generations faced
with "doing church" in a rapidly
changing postmodern culture.
The Younger Evangelicals
explores the characteristics of
these emerging leaders and
provides an outlet for their
stories. Beginning with a brief
overview of twentieth-century
evangelicalism, Webber
examines what is diﬀerent
about the twenty-ﬁrst century
younger evangelicals' way of
thinking about faith and

practicing church. He allows
them-Ph.D.s and laypeople-to
speak in their own words on
issues such as communication,
theology, apologetics, pastoral
leadership, evangelism,
worship, and spiritual
formation. Thought provoking,
energizing, and timely, The
Younger Evangelicals is a
landmark book for pastors and
church leaders, culture
watchers, ministry students,
and worship leaders who want
to prepare for and respond to
the new evangelical awakening
brought on by our changing
cultural context.
United by Faith Curtiss Paul
DeYoung 2003-06-05 In the last
four decades, desegregation
has revolutionized almost every
aspect of life in the United
States: schools, businesses,
government oﬃces, even
entertainment. But there is one
area that remains largely
untouched, and that is the
church. Now comes a major
new call for multiracial
congregations in every possible
setting--a call that is
surprisingly controversial, even
in the twenty-ﬁrst century. In
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United By Faith, a multiracial
team of sociologists and a
minister of the Church of God
argue that multiracial Christian
congregations oﬀer a key to
opening the still-locked door
between the races in the United
States. They note, however,
that a belief persists--even in
African-American and Latino
churches--that racial
segregation is an acceptable,
even useful practice. The
authors examine this question
from biblical, historical, and
theological perspectives to
make their case. They explore
the long history of
interracialism in the church,
with speciﬁc examples of
multiracial congregations in the
United States. They cite
examples ranging from the
abolitionist movement to an

astonishing 1897 camp meeting
in Alabama that brought
together hundreds of whites
and blacks literally into the
same tent. Here, too, is a
critical account of the
theological arguments in favor
of racial separation, as voiced
in the African-American, Latino,
Asian-American, NativeAmerican, and white contexts.
The authors respond in detail,
closing with a foundation for a
theology suited to sustaining
multiracial congregations over
time. Faith can be the basis for
healing, but too often Christian
faith has been a ﬁeld for injury
and division. In this important
new book, readers will glimpse
a way forward, a path toward
once again making the church
the basis for racial
reconciliation in our stillsplintered nation.

divided-by-faith-evangelical-religion-and-the-problem-of-race-in-america

23/23

Downloaded from
demo.plainblack.com on
August 9, 2022 by guest

